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TENNIS: St Albans ace loses to Grand Slam champ

College friends fly 1n to watch
Broom make Wimbledon bow

By ANTHONY MATTHEWS

amatthews@london.newsquest.co.uk

CHARLES Broom’s Wimbledon de-
but ended in a straight-sets loss to
three-time Grand Slam champion
Stan Wawrinka.

The St Albans player earned
himself a wild card by reaching
the final of the Challenger Tour
event in Nottingham last month
and the outcome might have been
different had he managed to win
the second set.

But he tightened up at the wrong
moment and Wawrinka completed
a 6-3 7-5 6-4 victory in an hour and
49 minutes, becoming just the 10th
man in the open era to win a sin-
gles match at the championship
aged 39 or over.

Among those cheering on Broom
were two friends from his time at
college in the United States who
flew over on Monday morning,
with one of them not even able
to stay the night because of work
commitments.

“A couple of them came to me be-
fore the match,” said Broom.

“I saw he was wearing an ‘I love
Charlie Broom’ shirt. I was like,
‘Mate, you have to take that one off.
You can’t.” But he stuck with that
one on, which was nice.

“They loved it. Certainly I want
to spend some time with them and
make them feel like they’ve had a
good journey.”

This was by far the biggest mo-
ment of 26-year-old Broom’s career,
and he settled well after a nervous
start on Court Two.

He likens his scampering style to
former US Open finalist Kei Nishi-
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kori, and he began to exert some
real pressure on Wawrinka at the
beginning of the second set.

He led 3-0 after breaking serve
and had four set points, but he
could not take any of them, with
the occasion proving a bit too
much.
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nches his first to celebrate a shot during his first round defeat to Stan Wawrinka

And a flurry of backhand win-
ners from Wawrinka saw him win
five games in a row.

He extended that to eight games
at the start of the third set before
Broom began a fightback, but Waw-
rinka served it out convincingly.

There were tinges of regret but
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also a big smile afterwards on the
face of Broom.

“I'm certainly a little bit disap-
pointed, but honestly just an im-
mense sense of pride to be able to
play here and I pushed him pretty
close. Hopefully it won’t be my last
time here,” he said.

SWIMMING: Pupils dominate county rivals again

St Albans & District’s schools shine

THE latest county swimming

performances for St Albans
District Schools.

Both the primary schools’
team and their secondary
counterparts lifted the
2024 Hertfordshire Schools
Inter-District Swimming
Championships.

galas for schools brought a very
familiar tale - victories and super

more than half of the available
medals underlies the incredible
depth in St Albans District
swimming.

"This is now the sixth win in a
row for the St Albans District
primary teams at the Herts
champs.”

The St Albans District
secondary schools team were
also successful in winning

St Albans District primary schools team with the Rose Bowl trophy
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The primary schools swept the
board, winning all available
trophies, including each of the
Year 5 and 6 boys’ and girls’ age
groups.

They also won the overall Rose
Bowl trophy, convincingly
beating Watford and other
Hertfordshire districts.

The team, led by captains Olivia
Daniel and Charles Hallam, won
10 out of 16 individual races,
including all freestyle events
and the nine relay races.
Delighted team manager
Andrew Ellis said: “Taking home

overall at their Hertfordshire
championships.

Captains Oksana Wojcik-
Jardzioch and Nathanial
Mapley led the team to three
wins in six of the age groups
and win in more than half of
the relays.

Meanwhile, on an individual
level, Angus Cheng, broke a
seven-year-old record in the
junior boys’ freestyle.

Ellis added: "It has certainly
been an outstanding year
for St Albans District schools
swimmers."”

St Albans
cyclist in
top Tour

team deal

FORMER VERULAM REALLYMOVING
STAR JOINS VISMA RANKS

A St Albans cyclist has just signed for
one of the biggest teams in the world -
home of the reigning Tour de France
champion, writes Neil Metcalfe.

Will Smith is one of two new sign-
ings for the Visma Lease a Bike devel-
opment squad, the senior team led by
Jonas Vingegaard, winner of Le Tour
in 2022 and 2023.

Having begun life with both Veru-
lam Reallymoving and Oaklands
Wolves, Smith has been rapidly mov-
ing through the ranks, most recently
with Trinity Racing.

However, his results this year have
elevated him to a new level.

A 10th place finish in the Liege-
Bastogne-Liege U23 race was followed
by a second place in the mountain’s
classification at the Ronde de 1'Tsard
in France.

He then placed 35th overall in the
baby Giro, the Giro d’Italia Next Gen
which has been won in the past by
Juan Ayuso, about to support Tadej
Pogacar at Le Tour, and Ineos Grena-
diers pair; Tom Pidcock and Leo Hay-
ter.

He has signed a contract for the
next two seasons.

Speaking on his new team’s web-
site, Smith said: “Inmy eyes, this is the
best development team in the peloton.

“It is good for my development to
stay in the U23 category a bit longer.

“The past two years have been very
educational, but with this team, I also
get the chance to compete in profes-
sional races and race with the World
Tour riders.”

Team Visma’s head of develop-
ment, Robbert de Groot, said: “We
have been following [him] for a while
and have closely monitored [his] de-
velopment since their transition to the
U23 category.

“Smith is a good climber with a lot
of growth potential. He is a typical ex-
ample of a rider who needs a bit more
time to develop, but we are confident
that we can help him get to a higher
level over the next two years.”

The team’s other new signing, Nor-
wegian Mikal Uglehus, added: “The
team has a proven track record of
guiding riders to a higher level.

“You rarely see a rider get worse at
Team Visma.”

Former Verulam Reallymoving
star Will Smith in racing action
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